Intraoperative use of ultrasound in arterial surgery.
Technical perfection is the goal of any arterial reconstruction so as to avoid postoperative complications. Experimental and clinical studies have clearly shown that these operations are imperfect and that some form of intraoperative surveillance is required to decrease the incidence of correctable technical defects. Ultrasound technology is uniquely suited for this role. This article describes the distinct advantages of duplex ultrasound for the intraoperative monitoring of vascular reconstructions.